
“The use of the word ‘victim’ and ‘perpetrator’ is that they are situated action terms not identity terms”

“Violence is social. There are at least two people involved. Which means if we want to understand what is going on 
we need to look at the actions of both people. Would you agree? Otherwise, it would be like me giving you a book… 
and only wanting you to read the pages on the left hand side. Pretty soon the pages on the left hand side wouldn’t 
make sense because you would lack the context of the pages right hand side. So, social interaction is like that, we 

need to see how the actions of one person are connected and related to the other person.”

Watch the 7:13min Video of ‘The fact pattern’ on 
https://www.insightexchange.net/creating-conversations/resistance-safety-language/

What surprised you? | What did you appreciate about that? | What might you reflect on?

ENGAGE | THINK | TALK

The fact pattern
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